Monday, April 19, 2010

Rapallo, Italy.

the Year”.

In cooperation with the Italian Trade Commission, Rai
Trade & Cartoons on the Bay dedicated an entire festival
day to “the most authoritative Chinese delegation at an
international animation festival”. Joining CCTV and
Magic Dumpling in the China contingent were
representatives from Phenix Animation Studio in
Nanjing, BeTop Multimedia in Dalian, and AGOGO
Entertainment in Hong Kong.

Anchoring the Chinese visit was CCTV’s announcement
of the sale of its animated TV series Me/ Ho Wang (The
Monkey King) to Italian “Studio of the Year” Atlantyca
Entertainment. A contemporary re-telling of the classic
Chinese story, Mei Ho Wang is part of CCTV’s recent
efforts to export original Chinese animation to the
world. Mr. Wang proudly observed the series’ balance
of traditional themes with modern elements.

Magic Dumpling introduces
“Chinese Pinocchio” to Italy

Tofu Boy announced at Cartoons on the Bay in Rapallo

RAPALLO — Magic Dumpling Entertainment, a Beijing-based developer of
original content for animated films, TV series and mobisodes, announced
the development of their newest international feature project — Tofu Boy
— during the China press conference at the Cartoons on the Bay festival in

The 14th edition of Cartoons on the Bay celebrated China as “Country of
Magic Dumpling President Kevin Geiger was invited as a
member of the official Chinese delegation, led by CCTV GM Wang Ying.
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From the main conference hall of the Excelsior Palace Hotel, Mr. Geiger expanded upon this theme by
describing Magic Dumpling’s mission to create “original Chinese animation content with Hollywood
entertainment value and international appeal”. Geiger outlined his company’s current slate of
development projects, including the animated feature film Snow Wolf (aka Road to Home), the animated
TV series Stone Cold Lion, and the animated educational mobisode series Xi Gua & Xiao Gua (Iit.
Watermelon & Little Fruit).
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Geiger then announced the development of what he suggested could be
“the next great Chinese-Italian co-production”: Tofu Boy, inspired by Italian
author Carlo Collodi’s classic story, Le Avventure di Pinocchio. Geiger
presented the setting of modern Shanghai: a “cosmopolitan quilt of
ambitious space-age patches, eclectic colonial patches, and traditional
Chinese patches — symbolic of the diversity and aspirations of its residents”.

Referring to Collodi’s Pinocchio as a “source of inspiration, not of adaptation”, Geiger pitched the story of
Old Wang, the eccentric owner of a failing tofu shop, who carves a little figure out of the tofu he cannot
sell. “A sad representation of the son he never had,” according to Geiger. Taking notice during a game of
Chinese chess, the Lord of Hell and the Kitchen God make a bet on fate versus dreams, and Tofu Boy is
brought to life.

Tofu Boy embarks on mission to find the perfect recipe for saving the shop and winning Old Wang’s love.
Among the colorful cast of characters who Tofu Boy meets on his quest are Ally, “a carefree stray dog living
for the moment, who dreams only of her next meal” and Jirou, “a tasteless old chicken stuck in the past,
who dreams of being someone’s next meal”. With a big cooking competition in the works, and the devious
opposition of Old Wang’s jealous brother, who dreams of razing the neighborhood to expand his massive
dining & entertainment complex, Tofu Boy is truly “out of the frying pan and into the fire”.

“The theme of the film is,” according to Geiger, “will fate rule, or can S
dreams come true? Tofu Boy’s character arc takes him from over- S
confidence to self-awareness, the source of true confidence.” Judging
by the enthusiastic reactions to Geiger’s pitch from the Italian and
Chinese audience, Magic Dumpling’s own confidence in Tofu Boy is
understandable. Geiger noted the interest in the project among
prominent Chinese animation studios and Western media companies.
Cartoons on the Bay’s Roberto Genovesi invited Magic Dumpling to
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Attention to Magic Dumpling’s slate

press conference was “remarkable”, according to Geiger. “In addition to
the interest in 7ofu Boy and Stone Cold Lion, | was pleasantly surprised by
the enthusiastic response to our mobile series, Xi Gua & Xiao Gua.
Cartoons on the Bay has been a real shot in the arm, and we are grateful
to the festival organizers, our hosts at Rai Trade, and our friends in the
Italian Trade Commission for this wonderful opportunity. And how often
do you find Wang Ying and Don Bluth in the same setting.
reflection of the festival’s commitment to diversity and co-production.”

Magic Dumpling Entertainment is a content development company
headquartered in Beijing. Magic Dumpling creates entertaining stories and
appealing characters for family audiences within mainland China and
around the world. The company is staffed and managed by a team of
professionals from China and the United States, and complemented by an

aavisory board comprised of distinguished figures in the U.S. and Chinese
animation and media industries.

Magic Dumpling’s projects combine Chinese themes and cultural cues with
proven Hollywood story structures for resonance with contemporary
audiences, and have been profiled in media outlets including Animation
Magazine, 3D World magazine, Animation World Network and the

return to the 15" anniversary festival next year with a work-in-
progress presentation on the film, and Rai Trade officials have asked
to review the project. The next international stop for 7ofu Boy is the
Animation Production Day market platform in Stuttgart, May 4" &
5" where Magic Dumpling Entertainment will also give a
presentation on their cross-cultural development process in the

“Focus on China” program of the FMX Conference on Animation,
Effects, Games and Interactive Media.

of projects in the days following the

It truly is a

entertainment website O-meon.com. For more information, go to:. www.magicdumpling.com

RAP! ALLO

Marco
oo® D°p:d“z'\one d

ma copro
Cina-italid fr
'Oriente
roer S

PALA
0 N Juz

. 2 B ¥ nat?
a(\\e‘“\x;\\w Jonde D
w0 Ay @O e

i grapertura
~ ta 3
nella 80T o ot

PO g
ne e
D020 000 &
‘ak\-\-““a co?c“\a'}\e“‘e o)
AP oai, ¥ Na. 12
\°Jan'\xi\%"é e R2uyalid: ey

2 % onel®’ e
W “a‘\“et“esee\

. . ' animaZl i
 gilavorai® . Veirina dell® R
o un piane \ rodut- \EEBX‘ . a
o ncando ST, B della diversiv
i g ; . :
i-hasP “g’a rrivato al - z
o

e
i qualila O
2 i comMEIEER 4 Jeccent B
japro PIOCUEON L oca 3D et 300 erice-
i opo i\ partne L P - oprelafesciaPr® R ennuose 33 B guzap amers
cinese ex NOL U . e finefara@® buone S, proteg?! eme in V¥
O talia sarelbe PEE 0 paese amva e I e on TS ende 127, gordano DT el dier
Cina € " di etz & prop" insegna de est
(deale. ‘molti punt & ‘ntenzion REBIOP oy spunta ANseE 5 woppo SPEC mologe
hanno culter® 8 Bz sroria di romss Matine!t G cni comanda £ 8, gomea SR i 1 rappieent L D2
hai Allabase d¢ doveva€ssere T b che 3 W ynaten 4 stilissch Jla pro-
a ntan- APRLO lernt ambi N 4 diferto Vel stan almen0
tattor o, prese’ ® un f 2 T2 faccia QIETC A india- Lo formule
T fu\'w\'vmsp‘egd pers® df\g:{memcml e e “ontoons mﬁ;ﬁu?ndus’\o‘\:;‘;?c‘de f “é’f:':;f::iem\e s “;a:“ae‘\;e‘e i mercs:
" disegni . " ono ass0) ne ; & Giap) do qua-
do\p‘un\dls:m 4i Collodi- i ‘mezione jcme“;‘ e z:xsu‘\’on I:I‘\‘c’;“‘;w—\sg R pnaquesuv“; s go\-?m yee s s sade W
. um una wole PNy el Salve che do cond- 10 autocton® € © i mento
celo Vil " savorevole PEC Gapriele S2NE i pri- g 7 tia facendo CONE € B onto Winseg:
, cenda, che dﬂd venture e m;‘f}‘nmese!T {%D“_Y;‘;um’a‘e‘:!‘i‘; elaree pubbohcd";\i Togi g‘;“g;;:xe ?o‘\eumeper “‘Mah\’aede\\'\fgfgmz Y
elevish Cof“i‘e pambin™ P Happy FUm e gel e 120 e o ambito peﬁ‘“ﬁs“mena\: %?“zm“‘f:\; serte D et saino
3 cl \a Pt Que! H il jativa T v, quan- a be) Mar
adultt sarebbe 18 P e per entazi0r EUEE 1 cociativa TS pica e onuasaune T b .
P o, e aecipe a}fc\?;mecLad- o polare OLEPEC + godari POV K70 o, R e o
o e aor‘,;;r: :r'n B comunadde” TN, e gnemsis bex;v“eﬂmp p,,lod;&:;‘:fa G o o
g ae! aRep conviv e pr unto of o di 1 inguer
) \ifornian g venue 2 onale; e, o un PV ocd! jjano quint
4 07 bit in 2 0 Dopo t
200 \K"(“S?se‘ic’s\ :\svo\w“e“mﬁ\;‘:ug\asﬂc Roger REBDTrequiorio 52 smondist 1€ nale. m?:;mns jone e ‘YSmseﬂeW'
DG g0l o\x“e“‘o' q\\"‘“‘ vero 0 WS B o the BN g w?en.“ﬁ‘gna“"’“me“%\ﬂr‘:nnm*‘“'“”“' e dz“anew GV PR o inea pIC
B an NP a 10 orterd @ o per U 5 52890 B Cina pers! seliaio di COL
e. U AW R\ Y A 1a P vuto TiSpE! di proie! o stato un 25528 on 5 che, Ja yaun mEEE0
dea) how a8l giorma T Dl Con ) & guriamo B P g, TiCeSEE i nuova ia pelico” - ponl e 34 can
& e V1 in0 se gl AUBUTCC e, Betl egiste Ja sua P! 0 qurava che CO0E t nazione,
ese M 10 o U8, ¥ avet® o i rolo facesse 8 28 e, o 1 regste & Tl Ly pronto guruva che O ne orenmi D
AR ont cond PALLASTY el an el jtali con ha pr 2121, fe2 & universi@ T i i1 & quella
o ® Gl A0 o0 Pie 0y Yo sul BATE o tempo OSPTET animata, TENMANZ o ha lenCiat0 (0 & icat & 360 T L0 corseguita ® e
o 00 %% e! “\essa X Venezia - & g 0 - ¥ e bre (e dal €5 panahi). N€! - dedical ®5 o gyica PEISEEL ale &
" i - pubblico: e in iprocit
18 T VOO 60, O et arar? metrage) omondiae S el 8RS 1o b Naudata 88 p duzion n recip
el \s!,a\o o‘ﬁee\ 0 °‘€Zc e Sc?"“““'a S g&"‘““ ‘“2“2‘_‘&““ lendida ST “P"Z\é;:? S e ?.eua oraone ) wan:c w
1e% 3 W2 S ina o a 1e propo; 1o ST b not & PE S agonista i ’
F3se®™ v en! 0 < lancian® i 0 meno S, 0 jovane prov en-  molto 50 ogeto
\‘t; \\““‘03\«3 dve ene ¢ a baﬂ\“‘le“ gue wmﬁmo e na:‘f:( uc‘x,\‘g‘?\‘ﬂo e s oo Monkey K€ P e nf:‘(;,’" pechi-
e o € b ravi € I (nomigRo’d ta da frasmis-  tone ing ENt y, ispirato &
0228 {2 V\Ce“g*\ca\c ¢ o gV :“de ‘J\V"‘-\o w z‘e p;::“a squadsd "‘;:a,?, cospldy: o t0) vj\enegg;’\“&mvﬂ e anok  della DUTD d.méam\er Tofu B0
2 % Gia, 1€ b ou DI YD WA O agh impereIet i per eI 5 pporbond® £, radics ¢ ST o e poin e
wne e wnd- gy to! Sa¥8 Sore e W cartoons WY1 LT n serios ione & eredith 1 bicon B ‘pinocchi®
e“wte‘- A et w;ea\e-“ se“\“os\a“‘e DIng nDM:“::hB gt EDSB;:\?IB(A\VO\\aspmSCl: Sing del Dubd
@) . ¥ xare ¥ “no! A 105000 TOPPL: 0 jeuno €1 SPIE”
e Piate 2 Joder Attt 710, Ao Senl  quandolo Sl aan v
soniate o o 07! e ‘o " esti i
[W\ 2 WV ye A Y\ e
2 {em%‘.:z*\ aelV “cg\g\\ ‘w an® “asio‘:“\o o™ 00 o
12 e At
B L
sard yed ‘
cnes® e 5 Iriva Tofu BW, il Pip,
epvet riman DOPOMarcopy Occhip dn
danimgrrodizione 08 presiedygy iy,
CetveRa e CiNa-ltaliafr, KevinGejger, sy o meri
ancoraaiorenteguargy’ ©  TofuBoy yors 2lavora
Dumpy - Malia.  appaer diPi ione ‘cine,
'Mpling, soc, ‘q‘niff inn:,. eigerny - 23t

Ciato)
Cartopnerc! Progettoa



